Published as the 5th volume in the series 'Health and Disease' this book was written by a team of distinguished contributors for the Open University Second Level Course but will be of great value to many specialists and students interested in human development, health and health care.
Covering the most important issues concerning the health of contemporary populations in the United Kingdom, the book consists of fourteen chapters. With three of them considering the whole life span, all of the others focus on health problems associated with particular age groups. Chapter 1 discusses the perspectives of the life course and gives major definitions of health, disease and disability, while Chapter 2 describes family and economy aspects influencing health. Chapter 3 deals with intrauterine development, antenatal care and childbirth, and Chapter 4 with biological and psychological influences on growth and development. This chapter considers normal and abnormal growth developmental disorders including those of genetic origin, the use of a quality of life measure for assessing the health of children, and the effects of social factors on their growth. Accidents in childhood and their prevention are the subject of Chapter 5, acknowledging that this is a leading cause of death among children.
Chapters 6 to 9 cover the period from adolescence to mid-life, including biological variations in puberty, and the psychological and social problems of teenagers (Chapter 6); sexual and reproductive behaviour in adult life, the management of fertility and contraceptive techniques (Chapter 7); the stresses of working life and their cost in health terms (Chapter 8); and menopause and the mid-life crisis (Chapter 9).
Health in older age groups is discussed in Chapters 10 and 11, while death and dying are considered in Chapters 12 and 13. The final chapter has the same title as the book itself. This is written by the Editor and gives some idea of early influences on health in later life, both psychological and biological, discusses the changing attitudes towards traditional notions of life stages, and recommends longitudinal research as the most important tool for the study of life-span changes. I am sure that everybody dealing with this subject will whole-heartedly suport this view.
The book is well-written and well-organised, and clearly presented. It has good illustrations, gives objectives and questions in each chapter, and provides suggestions for further reading. This is a very useful book, and not only for those who live at 'this time ' (1990s) their concerns about household-based behaviours and their influence on other aspects of society, and the ways in which households are transformed by society. The author is an archaeologist, and states clearly that the ability of this discipline to engage in household-based research is limited by shortcomings in method, theory, and comparative knowledge. He aims to redress the balance, by considering households as ecological and processual units in a comparative framework, drawing on a large body of data on the architectural, structural and material aspects of households available in the literature. The volume begins with an introductory chapter describing the author's approach and the various ways in which the household-level of analysis is used by anthropologists and archaeologists. Ideas about consumer behaviour, communication and social reproduction are common to both. The second chapter describes the comparative household architectural approach which uses contemporary ethnography and architecture to examine relationships between household material structure and the processes taking place within those households. The third chapter considers household social reproduction and communication in China, Java, Japan, Thailand, Vietnam, South Asia, South-west Asia and Mesoamerica. Chapter 4 considers indexical and social boundary communication, while Chapter 5 gives a macroregional examination of the household approach. In the final chapter, the author elaborates on the utility of cross-cultural and cross-regional household-based studies, and attempts to identify ways in which such comparative approaches might develop.
This book presents an interesting approach to household structure and function which should be of interest to processual archaeologists. Even if one were to disagree with the analysis, the author presents such a wealth of information on household structure in many parts of the non-industrialised world that it can act as a source book for further study and analysis of household-based processes, including those with biosocial implications. S J. U When this book first appeared in 1978 it was a small volume that carried great weight in the medical anthropological profession, and for applied anthropologists as well. It received the first Margaret Mead Award which was designed to honour a young (under 40) anthropologist whose book was deemed to have an applied impact on practice beyond the confines of traditional academic anthropology. This reviewer must admit that, at the time, it seemed to be a big furore over a matter of little earthshaking importance-women had been birthing for countless millennia and the amount of variation possible in the process seemed minuscule. Although I am not ashamed of my earlier view, this fourth edition of what is now a classic work has led me to a diametrically opposite point of view. As with any work that passes through many editions, the book has become more substantial with time-now running to 235 pages. But the manner of updating chosen here allows the reader to be actively aware of the changes in delivery practice in each of the areas under study. Robbie Davis-Floyd has chosen to insert clearly marked updates which highlight the changes in practice over the 15-year period since the publication of the first edition. The book is divided into two major sections: the first is the contemporary update of the first edition-appended as noted above; the second consists of reprints of three more contemporary papers by Brigitte Jordan (also updated) which spell out the ways her original studies affected her views of applying anthropological knowledge in field work as well as in obstetric areas and in those situations where there is a need for skill in the transfer of technological knowledge. In the latter three papers Jordan elaborates on her concern that, in situations where new technologies are being implemented, they be achieved only after careful integration with the on-going practices. All participants must see their own role in assuring the success of the new situation, and that they have something of value to contribute to the end outcome.
Birth in Four Cultures
One could not have anticipated, in 1978, the ways in which some case management approaches to the birthing phenomenon would have changed. In the United States the medical approach has, if anything, become more medicalised and far more mechanically managed with intrusive fetal heart monitors, burgeoning rates of caesarean sections, and changing attitudes (and economics) towards the prolonged hospitalisation of post-partum mothers. In the United States there are feminist consumer groups striving to move the medical profession to reduce some of their reliance on technology. Sweden and Holland continue to have quite different expectations of the 'performance' of term pregnancies where, on the one hand it is considered appropriate to heavily medicate the woman in labour and, on the other, it is considered appropriate to intervene minimally. The mothers in both nations behave as each culture expects. In the Yucatan, the western medical model is increasingly being advanced as the modern-and, therefore, the preferred-way, with prior practice being given little support. The result is that some of the strengths of the Yucatan way of home birth which involved both family and community are being lost. This is a splendid new edition, a growing contribution to the anthropology of birth, and one which can be read with profit by any who have concerns with the cross-cultural practice of medicine, specifically of obstetrics, as well as by those whose interests are less narrowly defined.
B A. K The Making of Men is a timely and important contribution to a growing body of literature which is seeking to render the category and behaviour of men, as social beings, problematic and accountable. Until recently, discussion of 'gender issues' in mainstream educational research has tended to focus largely on femininity and the schooling of girls. This book, in contrast, presents the findings of a 3-year ethnographic study into the social construction and regulation of masculinity in a state secondary school (Parnell School) in England. The central argument of the book is that, in order to understand the complex inter-relationship between schooling, masculinities and sexualities, it is necessary to move beyond traditional areas of concern regarding gender issues (for example, the hitherto focus on women, girls and femininity). Within the reconceptualisation presented by the author, schools are understood as complex, gendered and heterosexual arenas in which, as elsewhere in the social world, masculine perspectives are pervasively dominant. The school does not merely reflect this dominant sexual ideology however. It is, crucially, seen as a site for the active production of gender divisions. Notwithstanding contradictions, ambiguities and tensions in the process of their constitution, the school is thus understood as a key domain for the 'making' of student and teacher masculinities; '. . . schools as deeply gendered and heterosexual regimes, construct relations of domination and subordination . . .' (p. 4). Within the school, material, social and discursive practices are each seen as salient features in the making of different teacher and student subjectivities. For example, student selection, subject allocation and stratification, disciplinary modes of authority and student-student, student-teacher social relations are seen as important infrastructural mechanisms through which masculinities and feminities are mediated and lived out. Throughout the text the author highlights the broader political context of the ways in which the 'social scaffolding' of modern state secondary education is structured around divisions of age, class, racial/ethnic, sex/gender and disability. What results is a multi-level analysis which incorporates explanations at the level of state discourses (for example, in relation to changing educational policy), the institution, social groups within the school and the level of the individual. This is no small achievement. However, if there is one dominant and recurring theme it is that of the contingency, fragility and instability of ideas of 'normal' heterosexual identity (and, related to this, the sociality of the hetero/homo sexual binary itself: Chapter 3). Mac an Ghaill's analysis of the discursive constitution of the 'homosexual' as 'Other' reveals the sociality of, and serves to undermine, the 'natural' quality of the heterosexual imperatives inscribed in binary divisions which underscore and structure multifarious social practices within the school. The fascinating and, at times, moving testimonies of the pupils and teachers at Parnell School contained in The Making of Men testify to the ways in which the hegemony of this heterosexual masculinity is frequently achieved at enormous cost, costs which become all too clear when seen in relation to the broader arena of relations of dominance and subordination which young heterosexual women (Chapter 4) and gay young men (Chapter 5) encounter in developing their sex/gender identities at the school.
The object of the book could thus be seen to be an attempt to understand the heterosexualisation of the 'making of men' (Chapter 3). In order to do this the author evokes, as a heuristic device, typologies constructed from a range of cultural practices which are seen as exemplifying different modes of heterosexual masculine identity in the school. For example, in the case of pupils subjective commitments are made to distinct identities as 'Macho Lads', 'Academic Achievers', and middle-class 'Real Englishmen' (Chapter 2). In the case of the teachers, different educational ideologies are identified as informing social practices within the school (for example, as 'Professionals', the 'Old Collectivists' and the 'New Entrepreneurs': Chapter 1). It is the resulting 'microculture' of the teachers which, Mac an Ghaill argues, in turn mediates the production of the contradictory and fractured masculine identities which the teachers inhabit. As changes take place in the processes of commercialisation, commodification and rationalisation within schools, it is observed, new occupational and student identities are themselves emerging.
The book has many strengths. It is a fascinating insight into the ways in which particular notions of masculinity are affirmed within schools via a range of ideologies, discursive representations and material practices. These, together and individually, systematically privilege (heterosexual) boys and men. The general eloquence and clarity of the text are such that it succeeds in presenting both theoretical material and (always interesting) interview data in an accessible and stimulating manner. Indeed, it is one of the many achievements of the text that the author manages to fuse an account of the complexities, challenges and rewards of ethnographic research with a sophisticated theoretical model of the school as a 'masculinizing agency'. The six chapters are, without exception, marked by a methodological self-reflexivity which informs the attempt to provide the reader with a vocabulary which might allow us to see their deeper structure and the significance of everyday practices in the school. The book also contains some fascinating insights into how notions of race and ethnicity, mediated by structures of class, inform the differential constitution of masculinities in specific contexts. A critical issue often absent from anti-racist programmes, it is argued, is 'the question of how English ethnicity fits into the complex configuration of inter-ethnic interpersonal relations at school' (p. 85). The Making of Men is, perhaps above all, a politically committed text. Chapters 5 and 6, for example, address the implications of the study of schooling, sexuality and male power for understandings of equal opportunities and anti-oppression education in developing an 'emancipatory curriculum' more appropriate to a socially and culturally divided society. Ultimately, The Making of Men illustrates the central cultural significance of schools and colleges 'both in terms of the reproduction and possible transformations of hegemonic sex/gender regimes and the power positions that are contained within them' (p. 169). The book deserves the wide readership which, I am sure, it will receive. R C
